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ITôS TIME FOR KALEIDOSCOPE 

 

BY LOU ERBS 
 

Holy Cross is ready to launch  

another Kaleidoscope week fully       

loaded with activities, fun and  

information for some 200 young 

people, rising pre-K through  

rising sixth grade.  This popular 

summertime program, directed by 

parishioner Ilsa Jackson for the 

past 11 years, attracts curious first-

time participants as well as year-

after-year repeats. 

     For a week this summer,  

students explore the geography, 

culture and language of various 

countries, most of which are  

represented in the demographics  

of Holy Cross parish.  The pre-K 

class learns about Native Ameri-

cans and the kindergartners 

ñtravelò to Ireland.  The first, se-

cond and third graders learn about 

France, Italy and Mexico, respec-

tively.  India is the destination for 

the fourth grade, while the fifth 

grade studies Viet Nam.  The sixth 

graders explore Nigeria. 

     Three-year-olds play the role of 

farmers and learn the names of 

farm animals and how to care for 

them as well as become familiar 

with some farm chores.  

     Hands-on activities are apt to 

produce Italian tiles, Nigerian 

masks, Irish shamrocks, a Viet-

namese parade complete with drag-

on, pi¶ata and, of course, T-shirts 

and banners that will be on full 

display at the weekôs close at the  

9 a.m. Mass on Sunday, June 19. 

     The spiritual dimension is not 

overlooked.  Teachers talk about 

patron saints of their countries  

and by discussing biblical passages 

orally and by teaching students 

sign language for certain parts of 

the passages.  During the week, 

time each day is devoted to learn-

ing music, which will be sung  

during the closing Mass.       

     Kaleidoscope is a very popular 

annual event.  Parents start asking 

about the date early in the year so 

they can plan family vacations to  

accommodate this special week in 

the summer.   

     Often people who participate in 

the program as children return 

years later as teachers and helpers.  

This summer, 26 teachers and 

helpers are on board to lead 13 

classrooms of students.  A core 

group of adults remains involved 

and looks forward to another  

session of Kaleidoscope. 
 

     The children participating in the 

program are usually members of 

the parish, but they need not be.  It 

is not unusual for a playmate or the 

cousin visiting from out of town to 

sign up.  This kind of extended  

involvement provides a spirit of 

outreach that touches the whole 

community.   
 

     Remember looking into the lens 

of a kaleidoscope and observing 

the ever changing arrangements of 

moving pieces of glass forming 

colorful and beautiful images?  

Think of the diversity of the faith 

community of Holy Cross and  

possibly the greater community in 

which we reside.  This is the  

reality that lies at the base of  

Kaleidoscope week: facilitating the 

creation of unity out of diversity.   
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BY PAUL DULION 
 

Last fall a new adult education pro-

gram was introduced to the Holy Cross 

community. The program is JustFaith, 

which provides a challenging oppor-

tunity for participants to investigate, 

discuss, pray, experience and be 

formed by Catholic social teaching  

and the Scriptures as they relate to the 

poor and vulnerable in our community, 

nation and world.        

     Carmen Graciaa and Judy Aust  

facilitated the first JustFaith program at 

Holy Cross.  This first class included 

15 members, who over the course of 

the 30-week program, read material, 

viewed videos, heard guest speakers 

and participated in several immersion 

experiences.   

     The group visited with children at 

My Sisters House.  They visited St. 

Francisô table at the Shrine of the  

Immaculate Conception in downtown 

Atlanta.  The group attended Sunday 

services with Church of the Common 

Ground in Woodruff Park.  Carmen 

said she believes such an approach 

helps parishioners learn where they can 

best apply Christôs teachings about 

loving our neighbor.  

     JustFaith originated in a parish in 

Louisville, Ky. when a young staff 

member was dissatisfied with the level 

of participation in social ministry meet-

ings.  Jack Jezreel had previous experi-

ence in the RCIA and decided to use it 

as a model for developing the program. 

     JustFaith will be repeated this year 

and facilitated by Sara Grummer-

Strawn and Kathy Slawson, who both 

participated this past year.  Kathy  

said she was initially hesitant when 

approached by Carmen to get involved 

in the program because she didnôt think 

she was good in groups.  However,  

after a few sessions, Kathy said she  

looked forward to the meetings.  The 

study and field trips helped her to un-

derstand some of the problems of the 

poor.  

      Kathy helped Habitat for Humanity 

build a house in Central America and  

a member of the family receiving the 

home exclaimed, ñWe were all created 

for each other!ò  Kathy said she has 

remembered this statement as an affir-

mation:  Everybody gets something out 

of service.  

     For those who are committed to 

growing in their faith, deepening their 

love for God and others, interested in 

exploring some of the most challenging 

teachings of Jesus and open to the pos-

sibility that their lives may be changed, 

then JustFaith may be for them.       
     The JustFaith program will start 

again in September of this year. Watch 

the bulletin for more information. 

First JustFaith Program Concludes 

JustFaith participants came together for a closing retreat after a 30-week session of study and immersion experiences.  Carmen  

Graciaa and Judy Aust facilitated the program at  Holy Cross.  Participants included (left to right, top row):  Kathy Slawson, Maureen 

OôBrien, Steve Thompson, Judy Aust, Marianne Hovey, Betty Sweeney, Margie Cassan, Carmen Graciaa, Joe Sheridan, Niki Reed, 

(left to right, bottom row) Judy Tennell, Cecelia Thompson, Sara Grummer-Strawn, Margaret Keij, Chris Keij and Pat Sheridan.  
Photo by Flavio Graciaa. 
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BY DICK SUEVER 
 

The Starrs family moved to their pre-

sent address in Tucker and soon there-

after joined Holy Cross 40 years ago.  

During those 40 years Angela Starrs 

has devoted much of her time and tal-

ents to serving the people of Holy 

Cross, her neighbors and the DeKalb 

County community, she said, ñWhile 

having always received more than I 

gave.ò Angela said she and her family 

are pleased that Holy Cross has always 

been such a welcoming community.   

    Angela is one of the few Holy Cross 

parishioners native to Atlanta.  She 

attended the Sacred Heart School, the 

University of Georgia and Georgia 

State University.  With a proud grin, 

she enjoyed giving the transplants 

from elsewhere a little reminder: 

ñMost people come to my Atlanta and 

like it so much they never want to 

leave.ò 

     Angela has served Holy Cross in so 

many ways: the parish council, the 

school of religion board, the welcom-

ing committee, the social committee, 

the Eucharistic ministry at mass and 

also for the homebound for 20 years, 

the funeral ministry and as a Stephen 

minister.  

     In 1977, our first Dominican pastor 

Fr. Mark Geary encouraged Angela to 

start a Sunday morning opportunity for 

fellowship that soon became known as 

the coffee and doughnuts ministry.  

Angela said that it started small in the 

assembly room but soon moved to the 

parish hall to accommodate the grow-

ing number of participants.   

     While Angela was the parish ban-

quet manager, Bunny Bohaczyk the 

founder of the Friends of St. Martin de 

Porres, asked her to help expand the 

annual street peopleôs show to a dinner 

theatre.  Angela said she is proud that 

the annual money-making production 

now has six shows over two weekends,  

including a sit-down dinner opening 

night and a buffet the second night. 

    Angela served her neighbors for 10 

years as a watch coordinator over 250 

homes and as a DeKalb County youth 

diversion volunteer, a program that 

gives first offenders a second chance 

before an  arrest is placed on their  

permanent record.  She has also been 

involved in Brockett and Tucker High 

School activities and Tucker youth 

baseball for 20 years.  

     With all of this involvement,  

Angela said she continued to be a  

stay-at-home mom until her sons  

began their college years.  To help 

with the college expenses, Angela 

worked as a loan officer for a large 

credit union.  She said she really en-

joyed the job, ñSince it gave me a 

chance to work with and help people.ò 

     Angela said that mothers were the 

greatest influence in her life ð her 

mother, her godmother, her mother-in-

law, who called Angela her daughter-

in-love, and the mother of us all ð the 

Blessed Mother, for whom Angela 

said, ñIôve always had a special love.ò  

    Angela said that she loves Holy 

Cross Church and our parishioners.   

Angela Starrs, Holy Cross 

2010 Woman of the Year  

Angela Starrs is Woman of the Year, 2010. 

In last monthôs issue, we did not 

include Karen Brady as a member 

of the RCIA group welcomed into 

the church at the Easter Vigil.   

     We extend our apologies and 

our congratulations to Karen.  

Welcome to the church. 
 

 

Karen Brady, left,  became a member of 

the Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil.  
Photo by Paul Dulion. 

 

ñI love just being here, the people, the 

music, the friendship, the love ð and 

the hope.ò  

     About her selection as Woman of 

the Year by the Holy Cross Womanôs 

Club, Angela said, ñIt is an awesome 

privilege that I shall always cherish.ò 

Sorry for the Omission 
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BY PAM DORSETT 
 

Holy Cross is the parish home for  

almost 50 high school and college 

graduates this spring.  Several of these 

young people took time to talk about 

their academic careers and plans for 

the future. 

     College graduates completed a 

milestone and are now making deci-

sions about plans for the future. 

     Stewart Bohan, son of John and 

Karen and younger brother to Erin and 

Katy, completed bachelor's degrees in 

business administration and journalism 

at the University of Georgia.  The next 

step for Stewart is law school at Van-

derbilt University in the fall.  He said 

he likes Nashville and Vanderbilt's 

campus and people.  Stewart's goal to 

pursue a career in law has been clear to 

him for a long time, he said. 

     "I think I've always wanted to study 

law.  It's interesting and I enjoy it," 

Stewart said.  "You can change peo-

ple's lives.  It's something I'm good at 

that I can actually make a difference." 

     Georgia Tech graduate, Logan  

Tuura, who completed a bachelor's 

degree in architecture, is also pursuing 

graduate education in the fall.  His 

plans include Georgia Tech's dual mas-

ter's degree program in city and region-

al planning and architecture.  Logan 

said he's always enjoyed architecture.  

He'll be working on a project with 

Knight Architects Inc. this summer.    

    Logan is the son of Marylyn and 

Tom and the younger brother of   

Megan.  

     Paul McDowell, son of Laurie and 

Larry and older brother of Katie, re-

turned to Atlanta this spring after earn-

ing a bachelor's degree in history with 

high honors at James Madison Univer-

sity in Harrisonburg, Va.  This sum-

mer, Paul plans to work as an outdoor 

educator at Dunwoody Nature Center.  

A doctoral program in history may be 

in Paul's future, however, and a career 

as a college professor. 

     "At JMU the history teachers were 

amazing and the classes were really 

engaging and put a lot of different 

spins on things," he said. ñThey taught 

me to think in certain ways I'd never 

thought before.  I fell in love with  

history." 

     Jessica Grummer-Strawn also has 

future plans for graduate school, but 

after she performs service-related work 

for a couple of years.  She completed a 

bachelor's degree with a dual major in 

anthropology and Spanish from 

Scripps College in Claremont, Calif.  

Jessica's unique college experiences 

included teaching English in a remote 

area in a rain forest in Costa Rica and 

study at the University of Chile and the 

Catholic University of Chile.  She 

wrote her thesis, on the religiosity of 

modern urban Mapuche, in Spanish. 

     Jessica's parents are Sara and Larry 

Grummer-Strawn, and her younger 

brother Zach is a high school graduate 

this spring. 

     Most of the high school graduates 

are experiencing a combination of  

excitement, sadness and apprehension 

about leaving home and beginning a 

college career. 

     St. Pius X graduate, Zach  

Grummer-Strawn is headed to St.  

Louis University in the fall with  

special interests in psychology and 

theological studies. Although itôs  

exciting to go away to school, itôs also 

scary to leave family in Atlanta and 

move to a city where he doesnôt know 

anyone, Zach said.   
 
 

     The university definitely has  

appeal, however.  St. Louis University 

has a great campus, Zach said, and the 

community service performed by the  
 

     Continued on Page 8 

Congratulations, Graduates! 

Logan Tuura (left), pictured with his sister 

Megan Ortega, graduated with a degree in 

architecture from Georgia Tech. Photo by 

Tom Tuura. 

Paul McDowell (center) earned a degree in 

history with high honors at James Madison 

University.  Parents are Larry (left) and 

Laurie (right).  Photo by Colleen Cunningham. 

Jessica Grummer-Strawn graduated from 

Scripps College with a dual major in  

anthropology and Spanish.  Photo by Larry 

Grummer-Strawn. 
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Was Shakespeare Catholic? 
BY DORIS BUCHER 
 

Historians lament the lack of infor-

mation on the personal life of Shake-

speare (1564-1616).  Now a growing 

body of research suggests a likely 

reason for his circumspect life:  

Shakespeare was Catholic. 

     Is it possible?  To be openly Cath-

olic in Elizabethan England was to 

risk a very public and hideous martyr-

dom.  ñHanged, drawn and quarteredò 

was the form of execution ï an  

attempt to kill a person three times by 

first almost killing him twice. 

     A fascinating book on Shake-

speareôs faith is The Quest for Shake-
speare: The Bard of Avon and the 

Church of Rome by Joseph Pearce.  

Pearce set out to write a book arguing 

Shakespeare was not Catholic, but his 

research convinced him otherwise. 

     What is his evidence?  For one 

thing, in 1757, almost 200 years after 

Shakespeareôs death, Joseph Mosely, 

who was retiling the roof of the house 

in which the playwright was born, 

noticed a small handwritten booklet 

wedged between the tiling and the 

rafters.  It turned out to be a spiritual 

will written by John Shakespeare, 

Williamôs father, stating his wish for 

the last sacraments when he died.  

This is strong evidence that Shake-

speare was brought up by a believing 

Catholic. 

     Then, in 1964, another document 

turned up.  Shakespeareôs daughter  

Susanna was named as a recusant (or 

papist) on a list drawn up in 1606. 

     If both his father and his daughter 

Susanna were Catholic, can we infer 

Shakespeare was also?  There are 

many convincing stories in this  

book, but the following is the most 

dramatic. 

     On his retirement from the theatre, 

Shakespeare purchased a London 

building called The Blackfriars Gate-

house for the huge sum of 140 pounds, 

which was more than twice what he 

paid for his home in Stratford.  Puz-

zled biographers decided it must have 

been an investment property.  Deeper 

scholarship  revealed the significant 

history of this building.  On October 

26, 1623, several years after Shake-

speareôs death, the main beam of a 

floor gave way.  More than 90 people 

were killed because the floor had been 

bearing the weight of 300 Catholics 

celebrating Sunday Mass in a hidden 

upper room.  It was only through this  

disaster that authorities discovered 

the buildingôs secret. 

     The Blackfriars Gatehouse, it 

turned out, had been used for Masses 

since the mid-1580s, which was 

when Shakespeare first arrived in 

London.  There is a strong possibility 

that he had attended Mass there 

throughout his 25 years in London, 

and that he purchased it as a future 

home for Londonôs persecuted Cath-

olics.  What we do know for sure is 

that Shakespeare then leased the 

building ñto an active Catholic 

whose brother had presented himself 

to the English College at Rome to 

study for the priesthood in 1613, the 

very year in which Shakespeare 

bought the property.ò 

     Pearce also makes a fresh conjec-

ture about the possible reason for 

Shakespeareôs famous epitaph: 

ñBlest be ye man that spares these 

stones/And curst be he that moves 

my bones.ò  Pearce says Catholics 

found a way to be buried in conse-

crated ground at a time when there 

were no Catholic cemeteries allowed 

in England.  They had two shrouds in 

the coffin.  In the second shroud they 

placed newly consecrated earth ñand 

on this the corpse, already shrouded, 

was laid and in it wrapped.ò 

     Was Shakespeare buried in two 

shrouds?  This could be the biggest 

proof of all.  But who wants to risk 

that curse? 

 

The HIV and AIDS Ministryôs summer bake  
Sale is July 17 after the morning masses 

in the area outside the parish hall.  
 
 
 

Please come and support the ministry.  
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BY PAM DORSETT 
 

The Monastery of the Holy Spirit 

opened the Monastic Heritage Center 

Complex to the public on May 7.  The 

opening marked the culmination of 

years of discernment about the best 

way to ensure the self sustainability of 

the monastery, and the development,  

design and construction necessary to 

bring the plan to fruition.      

     The complex localizes the monas-

teryôs public places and at a greater 

distance from the cloistered areas.   

The public gathering places include the 

Abbey Store and a bonsai and pottery 

store and a bonsai garden.   New places 

include the Garden Caf®, a courtyard 

and  the Monastic Heritage Center, a 

museum about monastic life. The mu-

seum is housed in a new building and 

in the barn, newly renovated, where the 

monks first lived when they founded 

the monastery in 1944. 

    Visit the monasteryôs website, 

www.trappist.net, for information 

about the monastery, directions, Mass 

and prayer times, hours of operation of  

businesses and a schedule of retreats.  

     And visit the Monastic Heritage 
Center.  The Monastery of the Holy 

Spirit is located at 2625 Highway 212 

Southwest, Conyers 30094. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monastery of the Holy Spirit Opens the  

Monastic Heritage Center to the Public 

The Monastic Heritage Center is a museum about monastic life.  Visitors begin their tour 

in the new building (above) and continue to the  renovated barn (below left ) where the 

monks first lived when they founded the monastery in 1944.  Monksô clothing (below 

right), as worn in the early years, is displayed in the barn.  Photos by Pam Dorsett. 

The new construction includes a courtyard 

with fountain, and entrances to the Abbey 

store, Garden Caf® and bonsai and pottery 

store (above). Photo by Pam Dorsett. 
The main entrance (left below) leads to the new spacious Abbey Store (right). 


