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By PAM DORSETT 
 

About 70 Holy Cross ministry lead-

ers attended one of two workshops 

offered for them the mornings of 

Aug. 20 and 27 by the pastoral  

council.  The goals of the workshops 

were to improve unity and inclusion 

for ministries and the parish as a 

whole, grow existing ministries and 

facilitate connections between  

ministry leaders. The focus of the 

workshops was on hospitality.  

     Christine Heusinger, associate  
 

 

 

director of stewardship for the arch-

diocese, stressed the importance of  

hospitality as an element of steward-

ship.  "We have to be open to those 

who come to us and to respond to 

others as we would to Christ's pres-

ence," she said.  "We open ourselves 

to the presence of God by providing 

hospitality to others." 

     Hospitality is both a practiced act 

and an attitude, Heusinger said.  We 

strive to be as open and accepting to 

others as God is to us.  By so doing,  

 
 

 

we create a place where others will 

want to come and stay. 

     Heusinger said that hospitality is 

the responsibility of all members of  

the parish.  She provided a number of 

simple and practical ways parishion-

ers can create a place of hospitality at 

Holy Cross.  A behavior as simple 

and easy as a smile, for example, can 

determine whether a visitor to the 

church feels welcome.  Formally rec-

ognizing new members of the parish  
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About 70 Holy Cross ministry leaders attended one of two workshops offered for them the mornings of Aug. 20 

and 27 by the pastoral council to improve unity and inclusion. Christine Heusinger, associate director of steward-

ship for the archdiocese, stressed the importance of hospitality as an element of stewardship.   Photo by Tom Probst. 
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by publishing their names in the  

bulletin or displaying their photos on 

a bulletin board can help them feel 

welcome.  Heusinger said that the 

stronger the connection members feel 

to the parish, the more likely they are 

to participate in ministries. 

     In addition to Heusinger's sugges-

tions, workshop attendees broke out 

into smaller groups to brainstorm 

ways their ministries and the parish 

as a whole could promote hospitality.  

Several groups suggested more fre-

quent organization of parish social 

events, such as dinners to facilitate 

connections between Spanish, Anglo 

and Burmese families.  Other social 

events might include ministry and 

ministry leader get-togethers to  

provide opportunities to socialize and 

support one another. 
     

  
     The pastor Fr. Richard Tibbetts 

said he was pleased with the work-

shop program put together by the 

pastoral council.  He said it's im-

portant to know who the ministry 

leaders are and what the ministries 

are doing. 

     "One of the major goals was to get 

better organized.  And the theme of 

hospitality was very important," he 

said.  "We're not able to do that if 

we're not organized." 

     Donovan McGee, the chair of the 

pastoral council, said the workshops 

went well, but viewed them as a  

beginning. 

     ñOne of the things we wanted to 

emphasize was to reach across the 

masses.  We want to work toward 

being one parish,ò he said.  ñPerhaps 

we can start putting together a series 

of workshops to raise awareness.  

Weôre trying to overcome barriers of 

language.ò 

 

The workshop attendees joined small groups to discuss ways to promote 

hospitality within their ministries and the parish as a whole.  Photo by Tom 

Probst.   

Ways to Create a  
Place of Hospitality 
 

Smile! 
 

Greet one another 
 

Personally welcome  
and reach out to new 
members 
 

Extend personal  
invitations for others  
to join a ministry 
 

Nurture our youth- 
keep them involved in 
ministries 
 

Provide opportunities  
for people to socialize 
 

Organize multi-cultural 
events  

Donovan McGee, chair of the  

pastoral council, said he would like 

to continue to offer workshops to  

further the goal of inclusion for  

ministries.  Photo by Tom Probst. 
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Our Parish Feast Day: 

The Exultation of the  

Holy Cross 

By LOU ERBS 
 

It is customary that each Catholic 

church bears the name of a saint, an 

event in the life of Jesus, the Blessed 

Virgin or perhaps something found in 

Scripture.  Such a name gives identi-

ty to a worshiping community as well 

as to the members of that community.   

     In the same way, that event or 

saint will almost always have a feast 

day somewhere in the yearly liturgi-

cal calendar providing that parish 

with a special feast day, a day of  

celebration, a day of recognition.  

Our parish feast day is the feast of 

the Exultation of the Holy Cross, 

which occurs every year on the 14th 

of September.   

     The feast of the Holy Cross is  

one of prominence among the many 

feasts of the calendar year.  It is of 

great benefit to be aware of the  

history of the feast.   

     According to tradition, the Holy 

Cross was found by St. Helena 180 

years after it had been buried by the 

heathens.  In their quest to hinder the 

spread of Christianity, they had done 

all in their power to conceal the place 

where the cross lay and where Jesus  
 

 

was buried.  They had, therefore, 

heaped upon the sepulcher a great 

quantity of stones and rubbish and 

built a temple to Venus so those 

who came to the place to adore  

the Lord might seem to pay their 

respects to a marble idol.   

     St. Helena, Constantineôs moth-

er, inspired with a great desire to 

find the cross on which Christ had 

suffered and died, came to Jerusalem 

and ordered the profane building to 

be pulled down, the statues to be  

broken into pieces and the rubbish 

removed.  Upon digging to a great 

depth, they discovered the holy  

sepulcher.  Nearby were three  

crosses, the nails used in the  

crucifixion and the title which was 

affixed to the cross.  St. Helena, full 

of joy for having found the treasure 

she sought, built a church on the  

spot and placed the cross there for 

veneration.  She afterward carried 

part of it to her son Emperor  

Constantine (A. D. 273-337), who 

was then at Constantinople.  Another 

part of the cross was carried to Rome 

to be placed in the church, which she 

built there under the name of The 

Holy Cross of Jerusalem, where it 

remains to this day.  The feast of the 

Holy Cross is celebrated with great 

fanfare in both the East and West. 

     In 1964, at the time of the  

founding of our parish, our then 

Archbishop Paul Hallinan, along  

with our first pastor, had much to do 

with the selection of the parish name.  

Ours was among the first parishes 

established in the archdiocese after 

the close of Vatican II.  The arch-

bishop had a vision of a new parish 

structure, one which was built upon 

the faith of an active and involved 

laity that would nurture its faith 

through continuing study,  

formation and works of charity.   

The result was a center for liturgical 

celebration and a school of religion 

where all the people would accept 

their responsibility to embrace an 

active and informed faith.  And so 

Holy Cross is to this day. 

     This year our feast day will be 

celebrated on Wednesday, September 

14, with Mass at 6 p.m. followed by  

a potluck dinner.  There a table of 

international foods will be spread, 

recognizing the diverse population 

that is the faith community of Holy 

Cross parish. 

 

 

All Are Invited! 
 

Wednesday, Sept. 14, 2011   
 

6:00 p.m. Tri-lingual Mass  

celebrated in English,  

Spanish and Burmese  
 

International covered-dish  

supper following Mass in the 

Parish Hall and the Assembly 

Room. Bring dishes from your 

native or cultural background. 
 

Hosted by the Young Adults Group 

with assistance from the Knights of 

Columbus  
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By DORIS BUCHER 
 

 

When the seminar Iôd been teaching 

went on break, the receptionist told 

me to hurry to the conference room 

to look at the news on television. 

When I got there, I couldnôt tell what 

I was looking at.  

     ñWhat happened? What is it?ò I 

asked. No one answered me. They 

were in shock. 

     Most of my class got the news on 

their cell phones. Back in the class-

room, I said, ñIf any of you would 

like to have a nondenominationaléò 

ï I never got to the word ñprayer.ò 

They sprang to their feet. We held 

hands in silence. Later I heard one of 

them reassuring his wife, ñWeôve 

already prayed.ò 

     Checking my journal, Iôm struck 

by the many different ways we were 

anxious. Someone phoned a bomb 

threat. We evacuated the building 

and stood about in a fine mist until 

the all-clear sounded. It had been a 

prank.  

     Out-of-towners discovered they 

couldnôt get a plane home. At loose 

ends, they returned to the classroom 

and expressed a wish to continue. 

Learning felt better than worrying.  

     As I told a friend, imagining my-

self back in my grandparentsô living 

room soothed me. It had been a safe 

place. Yet I had experienced anxiety 

even there. My mother had gone  
 

shopping. The thought of 

never seeing her face 

again haunted me. The 

friend I shared this with 

looked relieved. ñThatôs 

right. We get anxious 

about a lot of things that 

never happen.ò Then I 

read that some of the chil-

dren at a day care center 

near the World Trade 

buildings were not picked 

up. The teachers and chil-

dren spent the night in the 

classrooms. How I wished 

they could have had my 

experience ï a mother 

sweeping through the door 

perfumed by the fresh air 

of a lovely day. 

     Two weeks later, 

teachers at Atlantaôs  

Howard School were con-

cerned that counseling wasnôt 

enough. ñYouôre safe!ò theyôd told 

children. Even so, the kids looked 

heavy-hearted. The faculty turned to 

music teacher Susan Herrick who 

found a way to give the children 

prayer.  

     She started with a role-play. 

     ñIôve lost my dog. Itôs been two 

weeks and I canôt find my dog. How 

do you think I feel? What can you do 

to help me?ò 

     ñIôll let you pet my dog.ò 

     ñIôll give you some of my gum.ò 

     ñIôll give you a hug.ò 

     Herrick asked, ñHow do you think 

the people in New York feel?ò  

     Then she helped create a song 

about sending dogs and gum and 

hugs to the sad people.  

     She led the children outside and 

said, ñNew York is that way!ò  

     They aimed their song straight  

to New York. Then each child  

whispered secret prayers into tubes 

that make music when whirled and 

they filled the air with music and 

blessings. 

             Continued on Page 7 

Recalling  

Anxieties,  

Recalling  

Prayers  
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By PAM DORSETT 
 

Church employees and volunteers for 

some types of service are required to 

have background checks.  Holy Cross 

ministry leaders learned about the 

process at workshops conducted 

Aug. 20 and 27. 

     Jennifer Broel, safe environment 

director for the archdiocese, talked 

about creating a safe environment for 

the community.  She explained the 

application process for volunteers, 

including the necessity of back-

ground checks for persons who work 

with minors and vulnerable persons.   

     Individuals who work directly 

with children under 18 years of age 

or other vulnerable persons must 

complete applications and have back-

ground checks and all safe environ-

ment policies in order to volunteer.  

Vulnerable persons include those 

individuals receiving direct services 

from volunteers, such as the disabled 

or sick.  For example, volunteers who 

make home visits or who transport 

persons to appointments need to have 

background checks. 

     According to Broel, "The purpose 

of the background checks is to pro-

tect our community, not only minors, 

but all of us." 

      The sexual misconduct insurance 

company that covers the archdiocese 

requires background checks.  The 

paperwork must be completed every 

five years by all Church personnel, 

including volunteers. 

     The Web site for the archdiocese 

lists the components of the applica-

tion process for volunteers.   See 

www.archatl.com/offices/ocyp/

senvironment/volunteers.html. 

     Minors complete a volunteer  

application and submit a school  

reference form, which must be  

received directly from their parish or 

school. 

     All adult volunteers complete an 

application that includes the last four 

digits of the social security number.  

If the ministry includes work with 

minors or vulnerable persons, a form 

to complete the background check is 

required, which includes the entire 

social security number. Applicants 

read several documents and view a 

videotape.  These documents and 

videotape comprise the safe environ-

ment policies for the archdiocese. 

     The pastor screens applications.  

Parish personnel run the background 

checks.  At Holy Cross, office  

manager Beth Butler, assisted by  

volunteer Pat Reiley, handle the  

background checks and Barb Garvin,  

director of religious education, also 

processes some.   

     Lexis Nexis runs the background 

checks.  Credit reports are only  

included if the individual will be  

handling money.  Driving records  

are checked if the volunteer position 

requires it, such as driving people to 

appointments. 

     Butler said the information is kept 

in a locked cabinet.  The information 

is transmitted electronically to the 

archdiocese via HRi-Portal, which is 

password protected.  At the archdio-

cese, three people have access to the 

information, Broel said, herself, 

Charles Thibadeau and Stephanie 

Landrum.  Broel said the information 

is kept in a protected server. 

     The parish and archdiocese are 

sensitive to concerns about identity 

theft and take numerous measures to 

safeguard volunteers' confidential 

information to prevent an occurrence. 

 

Workshop Helps Clarify Process of 

Background Checks for Volunteers 

Safe environment director Jennifer 

Broel explained the background 

check process. Photo by Tom Probst. 

 

Archdiocese of Atlanta 

Safe Environment Policies  
 

Volunteers in contact with children 

and vulnerable individuals must read 

and sign these documents:   
 

¶ Sexual Abuse Policy 
 

¶ Code of Conduct 
 

¶ Ministerial Standards for Educa-

tors and Educational Volunteers 

Who Have Regular Contact with  

      Children and/or Vulnerable   

      Individuals 
 

¶ Ministerial Standards When 

Dealing with Vulnerable  

      Individuals 
 

¶ Safe Environment Adult Compli-

ance Form which serves as the 

Video Acknowledgement Form.  

Volunteers must view the  

       videotape entitled, "You Matter." 
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By PAM DORSETT 
 

The Women's Clubôs wine and 

cheese event on August 16 was  

attended by 42 women who enjoyed 

an evening of conversation and relax-

ation.  Co-president Martha Murphy 

said that nine of the women in at-

tendance were new to Women's Club. 

     The attendees received a calendar 

of the club's upcoming events and a 

list of officers.  Next month, the club 

stuffs envelopes with raffle tickets 

for the Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

Home fundraiser. 

     Co-president Eleanor Camarata 

brought yarn in muted earth tones  

for women who wanted to start  

crocheting and knitting hats for  

military personnel overseas.  During 

the October meeting, members help 

each other knit or crochet the hats.   

     "I think a good time was had by 

all the ladies who attended the wine 

and cheese party," said Murphy.  

"I feel the women's club will defi-

nitely be hosting another one next 

year." 

     For more information about the 

Womenôs Club contact Martha Mur-

phy at mgmsmark@bellsouth.net or 

Eleanor Camarata at 770-938-2776. 

 

Womenôs Club Enjoys 

Wine and Cheese Event 

Over 40 women attended the Womenôs Club wine and cheese party on  

August 16 including, left to right, Felicia Tanzosch, Vi Tierney, Mary  

Ellen Timme and co-president Eleanor Camarata.  Photo by Cal Bedard. 

Judy Tennell, left, and Marie Graham  

attended.  Photo by Cal Bedard. 

Among those who  

enjoyed conversation  

and relaxation at the 

event were, left to right, 

Vicki Evans, Irene 

Hince, Patricia Krull and 

Janet Shanteau.  Mem-

bers who wanted to start 

crocheting and knitting 

hats for military person-

nel overseas received 

yarn. Photo by Cal Bedard. 

Fr. Richard Tibbetts, 

right, visited the 

Womenôs Clubôs wine 

and cheese event to 

welcome attendees, 

including Connie  

Perez, right.  Photo by 

Cal Bedard. 
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      From Page 4 
 

     Iôd forgotten that we felt anxiety 

about the stock market ï which fell ï 

and the gas prices ï which soaredï to 

$1.53 a gallon. But etched in my 

heart forever was the story of a 

young man evacuated from an apart-

ment near the Towers. He saved his 

87-year-old neighbor, but left his cat. 

Four days passed before he could 

return. He found everything, includ-

ing a cat-shaped bump on the sofa, 

buried in fine white dust. Sorrowing, 

he put his hand on the bump ï which 

responded with joyful purring.  

     A year later, September 11, 2002, 

I was teaching a seminar. I invited 

people to make a circle for a nonde-

nominational, anniversary prayer. 

One or two rose quickly; the rest 

stood up with great reluctance. ñOh,ò 

I said, ñIt was so different a year 

ago.ò 

Recalling 9/11 
 

 

Registration is  
open for AIDS Walk  
Atlanta and 5K run  
 

Sunday, Oct. 16  
Piedmont Park 
 

Register at 
www.aidswalkatlanta.com/
page.aspx?pid=197 or walk for 
Living Room and register at 
www. livingroomatl.org.  


